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Meet an 
AG Reader 


Arula R. 


Age 11, California 


In my free time, | like to 
doodle, read, or design 
clothes, I also enjoy skating 
and writing plays, stories, 
and poems. 


My favorite snack is 


e a buttery pao. Pao is a warm 
ir &, g Indian bun—it’s really good. 


I can’t live without my cell 


’Tis the season for using tape. Make a cute phone; my MP3 player—and, 
believe it or not, my annoying 
wrapped bracelet from an empty roll! iicuakeeckasl 


One thing my friends would 


Save the cardboard ring and around the ring until no 

from an empty roll of packing cardboard shows through. say about me: that I give 

tape or duct tape, making Then trim the ribbon and use good advice 

sure that it fits easily over craft glue to attach the end One thing people would never 
your hand. Use tape to to the inside of the bracelet. guess about me: ! am allergic 


attach one end of along Let dry. Make it for yourself to nuts, and | absolutely don’t 
piece of pretty ribbon to the or as a last-minute gift! like them! They sent me to the 
ring. Wrap the ribbon around “ emergency room once. 


Mia w,, age 11, 

od Massachusetts , 
Nt Us this idea, Ae — - be 

a famous fashion 

designer who makes 

clothes for actresses. 


she says, My favorite part of 


AG is the story section. 
It always inspires me 
to write my own stories. 


lam a doodle fanatic— 
I drew this doodle of myself! 


To find outhow to be 
a featured reader, go to 
americangirimagazine.com 
and click on “Start the fun.” 
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or the last three years, 

Miranda C. has delivered 

Christmas cheer to sick 
children. “When | was younger,” 
she explains, “I spent five years 
getting cancer treatments. 
Sometimes it was scary in the 
clinic.” After she recovered, the 
Florida girl—who’s now 13—read 
a story in American Girl magazine 
about a girl helping others. 
Miranda got an idea to give gifts 
to the kids in the clinic where she 
had spent so much time herself. 
Miranda hosted a holiday 


party at her house to raise money, 
charging $5 per guest and plan- 
ning activities and snacks. She 
raised $230, which she used to 
buy Christmas presents such as 
toys and books for kids at the 
clinic. Three years later, Miranda’s 
Merry Mission has raised more 
than $2,000 and has filled the 
clinic with holiday spirit. 

“Good things come in small 
packages—that’s always been 
my motto,’ Miranda says. “Even if 
you're small like me, you can do 
anything you set your mind to.’ 


poset tf teg, 
ee 


No-Stove Grilled Cheese 


] 


Holiday 
This or That? 


Choose your favorite 
options in our funny 

mini quiz—and then 
quiz a friend! 


be chased by 
a nutcracker 
soldier 

ride to school OR 
in a horse-drawn 

sleigh 

OR 
in a bobsled? 


a snowman? 


frost 100 


cookies 


OR 


y builda 
snow fort 
do without OR 


scissors 
OR 
without tape 


when wrapping 
presents? 


a pillow fort? 
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Knit It! 


All you need are your hands and thick, pretty yarn 
to make a cool knitted creation. 


Start with a ball of yarn. Hold the short end Gently lift the old loop Repeat steps 2 and 3, 
Tie the yarn around your between your left thumb over the new loop and off lifting a loop off your finger 
finger, like this: Lay the end and middle finger. Wrap the the end of your finger. One each time. To finish, lift off 
of the yarn over your left long piece of yarn over your loop will stay on your finger. the last loop and cut off the 
index finger. Bring the short index finger, to the right of Pull both ends so that the unknit yarn, leaving a short 
end around the long piece the first loop. Hold both loop is tight—but not too tail. Tuck the tail through the 
of yarn and tuck it through ends between your left tight—against your finger. last loop and pull tight. 


the loop. Pull the short end thumb and middle finger. 
until it’s snug, making a 
loop around your finger. 


decorate 


a tree. 


belt your 
pants. 


/ aMerican- : 
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Family Festivities 


Home for the holidays? Here’s some fun stuff 


to do with family. 

Dynamite Dinners 

Time for Breakfast! Beach Bash 

Who says waffles are only for break- Party at the beach! Lay beach towels 
fast? At dinnertime, feast on morning on the floor for everyone to sit on 
favorites—pancakes, sausage, eggs, during your dinner of sandwiches, 
and orange juice. Remind your family chips, and punch. Wear sunglasses, 
to wear their pajamas! and put on some tropical music. 


& 
Cut out card. Flip over for directions. 
Vv ft 7] nao 
Use the TV as the caller in this fun each card is different. Hand out the 
game. Create cards with a nine-square cards, and put one person in charge of 
grid on each. In each square, write channel surfing. Players should cover Answer these questions, and then turn the 
down something you might see ona the squares on their cards as they see page to see how your answers compare to 
TV show—a computer, a person ina the items on TV. The first one with a those of other AG readers. 
plaid shirt, or a black car. Make sure full line covered is the winner. 


If you had $20, what 
would you use it to buy? 
Special Skills ee 
In this activity, everyone gets to be whistle with two fingers. Mom could a DVD 
the expert. As a group, take turns teach everyone how to make a French a nein shirt 
teaching one another a trick or secret braid. Dad could teach the group how 
skill. You could demonstrate how to he makes perfectly crunchy bacon. a necklace 


When you’re done, your family will be 
an even more talented bunch! What’s your favorite 
kind of pie? 


apple 


chocolate cream 
cherry 
pumpkin 
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Bitty I 


Molt 


What girls told us at 


Girls would use $20 to buy: 


30% 26% 
23% 21% 


Girls’ pie favorites are: 


37% 28% 
26% 9% 


To answer our weekly poll question, 


go to american madgazine.com 
and click on “Fun for Girls.” 


x AmericanGirl 
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Girls Express ¥ 
Challenge your friends to solve these 
tricky riddles. 


Can you spell “hard 
water” only using 
three letters? 


9-9-1 '¢ ‘dueys e *Z ‘AseUO!}DIp BY} UI S,}! UBYM ‘| :sAaMsUY 


Paige 


NS 


True Story 


All these sisters wanted for Christmas 


was for their dad to come home from wat. lag 
Courtney 


Dear American Girl, 
Last December, we were not feeling very merry- Our dad had been 
deployed overseas with his National Guard unit for almost a year, and 
he couldn't come home for Christmas. Right before our holiday break 
from school, our classes got called into the library. A large package 
(it was about six feet tall!) stood in the middle of the room. It was 
wrapped in shiny silver paper and tied with sparkly red ribbon. The gift 
” We had no clue what was in there. 


tag read “To Paige & Courtney. 
We opened up the box, and a man was inside! At first we thought, 
and it was our 


“Who's that guy in the box?” But then we looked closer, 
dad—he looked unfamiliar because he’d grown 

a mustache! We were SO surprised. He smiled, 
and said that he'd writtena letter 


hugged vs, 
asking Santa to bring him home to us 
for Christmas. We had been missing 
our dad for so long, and having 


him home made us 50, So happy: 


Sincerely, 


Paige Van Courtney V 


Ages 11 and 8, Wisconsin 


Girls Express 


AG Art Gallery 4 


These readers ventured out into the cold with their cameras. 
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Helena B. 


Age 10, West Virginia 


Dyaney, C 


Age 10, Nevada 


Gillian B. 


Age 11, Michigan 
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Contest * 
Dazzling Dresses 
These gowns that girls designed will spread holiday cheer ( 


during the most wonderful time of the year! 


Sleigh Belle 


De-Light-Ful 


* 
«of 
7 


a, 


Callie S. 


Age 10, New Jersey 


Mia J. 
Age 8, Michigan 
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Fancy Flakes Ice Princess 


$ 


Megan ) 


ErikaS. 


Age 13, Texas 


‘ Age 12, Ohio Age 11, thdiana 


x. > 
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Winter Wonder 


* 


w 


MaddieB 


Age 13, Colorado 


Happy 
Holly-days 


& 


JessieS, 


Age 12, Washington 


Create a T-shirt that’s unique—like you! What represents your 
personality? Is ita sport you enjoy playing, your collections, or 
your favorite colors? Draw a tee that makes you say, “That’s so 


me!” Send your T-shirt drawing to the address on page 7, along 
with your first and last name, address, school photo, and birth 
date. Postmark deadline: December 10, 2010. Winners will appear 
> in the May/June 2011 issue. Sorry, we can’t return entries. 
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You Said It! * 
Fora fun 


wo 
rd-matching 


activity, turn ¢ 
° 


Behi 
hind the Scene 
0 S 


_sTOR-ick\ 


fanquistoric \fan-qui 


adjective: fanta 


i is 0 


frizzelfizsion \prizZ-el-fizz-shun\ 
din 


- the act of spinning aroun 


circles re dl 
After doing some 
| Bailey fell on the ¢ 


| Rachel — 


t 
= | Age 10, Minnesota 


ST 


fruzzie \FRUZZ-e8\ 


son W 


plahwooP \BLAH-wooP\ 


a silly mistake 
ayed whipped cream all over 


’ the kitchen, 
| Imade a bla 


noun: 
after Iris SPY 


hwoop.” 


y Age 11, Minnesota 
10 kK ' 
ib Davis naka en 

ruZzie, Emily! ; 


cee | 


Illustrations: Paige Pooler 
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Next 
question! 


This question is from 
14-year-old Annie S, of 
lowa: “What is your 
favorite thing to do with 
your friends? | like to 
watch movies with my 
Pals and share a big bow! 
Of popcorn while we wear 
Our pajamas.” 


Send your answers to 
Annie's question to the 
address on Page 7. Post- 
mark deadline: December 
10, 2010, Some answers 
will appear in the May/ 
June 201] issue, + 


» ee 


Have you always 
wanted to know something 
about other American Gir] 
readers? Send US your 
questions, and you may 
be featured inan 


Upcoming issue! 
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Chocomint 
Add 1 tablespoon mint chocolate 
chips to 1 cup hot chocolate, 
and stir until the chips melt. 
(You can also use any 
mint-flavored chocolates.) 
Top with marshmallows 
and add a candy cane. 


ql) or each of these 


ecipes, you'll need pl 


} 


»colate mix or milk. As} 


y. If the flavor isn’t strong 


enough, add more 


mix-ins. 


Pumpkin Pie 
Add 1 tablespoon canned pumpkin 
and 1 teaspoon brown sugar to 1 cup 
hot chocolate. Stir until blended. 
Add a swirl of whipped cream 
and top with sprinkles and 
crushed graham crackers. 


Snowball Float 
Add 2 tablespoons white 
chocolate chips to 1 cup hot milk. 
Stir until the chips melt. Put one 
scoop vanilla ice cream on top 
and sprinkle with white chocolate 
chips and snowflake sprinkles. 


Berry Chocolat 
Add 1 tablespoon seedless - 
raspberry jam to 1 cup ot : 


dissolves. Top with wl 

cream and chocolate syruj 

Finish with sprinkles and 
araspberry. _ 


. : 
po H e.e 
. 8 i 
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Gingersnappy Happy 
Start with 1 cup hot chocolate. 
Add Ya teaspoon each ground 
ginger, allspice, and cinnamon. Top 
with whipped cream. Decorate the 
mug—make a small notch ina 
soft gingersnap, and place the 
cookie on the rim. 


Photos: Radiund Photography Styling: Tricia Doherty 


Opening gifts, saying thanks, , 
and what to say when os a" uy ~ 
you're thinking yuck! 


by Apryl Lundsten 


When you open presents, spend a little 
time with each gift. Don’t just dash from 
one present to the next. Take a moment 
to look each item over and really let the Ae 

giver know you appreciate her thought. ~—= —— ~~ 
“Great poster. | love puppies!” 

“Wow, this looks like fun!” 

“Pink is my favorite color!” When opening gifts, ask Mom or one of 

your friends to keep track of what you're 

getting. Have her write down what the 
gift is and who gave it to you. This will be 
helpful when you write thank-you notes. 


a 


Yuck! Your friend got you the ugliest Writing a thank-you note for a 
kitten sweater ever. You totally hate gift within a week or so of the 
it—but there’s no reason to hurt her party is an absolute must. It’s fine 
feelings and tell her you do. Even if you to say thank you in person, over 
absolutely can’t stand the gift, try to the phone, or through an e-mail 
say something positive about it. or text message, but those ways 
“How unique.” don’t replace a handwritten note. 
“This is so thoughtful of you!” It might seem like a pain, but you 
“I’ve never seen anything like this don’t want to seem ungrateful to 
sweater before.” someone who went out of her way 


to do something nice for you. 


Sometimes you might get the same gift 
from two different people at the same 
party. If this happens, laugh it off. Say: 
“We know who has good taste.” 

“Two's company!” 

“One for my house and one to keep at 
Grandma’s house!” 


When you're done opening all your gifts, Need help writing a thank-you note? Gifts are fun to get, and for many 
try not to feel let down that there aren't Use this sample letter to get ideas people, gifts are fun to give, too. 
more. Take a few deep breaths and give for what to say. "Let the celebration begin! +« 

a quick speech about how grateful you het! =: 

are to be surrounded by so many —E:—h—hlhlUmUtUttCtCtO 


—_ 


friends who care about you. 


¥. 
Y 


January 20 
I just want Dear kelly, | absolutely love them! HOW Py 
to thank everyone Thank you so much for r eae he worn them twice already. 


did you know pink IS WY Tr crball player: 


Parties 


for being here. You’re Dad said | 00k like 4 pri , oe neg : - ; 
tee sine a ise coctanl ne oe bie oe Boag write ‘ | 
Tcouldn't ask for / | Saptestdtttsrens tren teen ns 
aig foes: pe Mont to work on our projects. ae ie 
nis shoes. | really appreciate sec tl 


r the ten (bee 
poor psc for coming to my party. It was 9 
nN 


. . { 
ou there. YOu always tell the funniest [okes: 
y' * 


how to bea great greg 


t, be & ha: 
and have fan at any party 


See you in class. tage oe More great ; 
oo aaa info ab pee 
Love, eee aes parti Out gifts and 
- ie: 1@s Can be found in_ 


biel A Smart Girl's Guide _ 


| to Parties, available | 
’ 2 in bookstores, : 
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Perimeter measures 
what? 


All kittens are born 
with what color eyes? 


the distance around an object black 
the area within an object green 
the distance across an object yellow 
the distance between two objects blue 
+= 
X+ 
Which of the following Mountain, racing, 
is the correct spelling? and road are types 
embarrass of what? 
embarass ; 
skis 
embaras 
snowboards 
embarras oe 2 
inline skates 
e@ bicycles 
The United States 
es s ’ a : 
falls into which two “(ee Ga 
hemispheres? 


Southern and Western 
hemispheres 

Western and Eastern 
hemispheres 
Northern and Western 
hemispheres 

Eastern and Northern 
hemispheres 


4X AmericanGirl 


In which school subjects are you 
an expert? Take this quiz to find out 
your specialties—and then learn how to use 
your skills in American Girl’s new online world. 


What sort of writing 


has a stanza? 
a short story 
a novel 
a poem 
a newspaper article 


Ana has 12 medals from 
gymnastics. She hangs 
them in 4 rows. How 
many medals are in 


each row? 
4 


3 
8 
if 


fe} What country has the it In soccer, how far 


largest population is the penalty spot 
on earth? from the goal line? 
©. China ©. 11 yards 
United States b. 15 yards 
“. India “. 10 feet 
©. Indonesia “~. 1mile 

* What animal makes 5. What kind of animal 
a cocoon? is called a flying fox? 
*~. cuckoo a; bat 
io. raccoon b. Bi 
©. cockroach <: fich 
d. moth ne fon 

._ Three hours after 16, What percentage of 

10:00 a.m. is what the earth’s surface is 
time? covered with water? 
©. 1:00 p.m. ~ about 55 percent 
1:00 a.m. about 21 percent 
“. 7:00 a.m. 98.6 percent 
©. 7:00 p.m. about 71 percent 


e Which of these 


sentences is correct? 
©. Rachel invited you and Ito 
her party. 
-. Rachel invited you and me 
to her party. 
©. Rachel invited you and myself 
to her party. 
©. Rachel invited you and my 
to her party. 


_ The triple jump is also Quickly, slowly, and 
known as what? greatly are all what? 
©. the jump, jump, and hop =. verbs 
>. the step, hop, and jump >. nouns 
©. the hop, step, and jump ©. prepositions 
—. the hip, hop, and jump ©. adverbs 
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What do you call 


a baby goat? 
—¥ a kid 

— acalf 

 afawn 

- agoatee 


ch 
‘a 


In which state 
would you be 
if you visited 
Grand Canyon 
National Park? 


Nevada 
Arizona 
New Mexico 
California 


@ Words such 


as moo, meow, 
and quack are 
called what? 
onomatopoeia 
adjectives 
French words 

d. types of milk 


Go Which of these does 


not equal the others? 
5 84 

— 10+5 

ASS 

42 


1. What sport has 
fairways, roughs, 
and greens? 
© golf 
b. judo 
= surfing 
horse racing 


eo Which river is 


the longest in the 


United States? 
___ Mississippi River 
Rio Grande 
Missouri River 
Colorado River 


Ye in bowling, three 
strikes in a row is 


called a what? 

rooster 

turkey 

i gobble-gobble 
goose 


25 An herbivore is 


an animal that 


eats what? 
~ only herbs 

b. only meat 
only plants 
d. only bugs 


e What is the plural 


of deer? 
~ * deer 
deers 
does 
 deeries 


i 


ah Nise eee area 


How many inches 
are in a foot? 


Which state is the 
largest in area? 


10 Alaska 

12 Texas 

100 Colorado 

3 Wyoming 
What female In which sport 
animals are called do you serve, set, 
fillies or mares? and spike? 

horses tennis 

pigs softball 

elephants volleyball 

goldfish gymnastics 


| S@eorvrevueveavgTFoussF® FGSKVKEGBDOCR GED SGex~vwKheaooBo GoaseorvesoeBFsvseFHestKhGOoBGaogegpvetdseoaggoss®@# VsHBKhGHHOBBE @O®Y 
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| Answers 

1. a; 2. a; 3. ¢; 4. d; 5. d; 6. c; 7. b; 8. a; 9. d; 10. a; 

11. b; 12. c; 13. d; 14. a; 15. a; 16. d; 17. a; 18. b; 19. a; 20. ¢; 
| | 21. a; 22. b; 23. c; 24. b; 25. c; 26. a; 27. b; 28. a; 29. a; 30. ¢ 


Below, write in the number of correct answers you had in each category. The 
categories with the highest totals are your expert subjects. Help desk, here you come! +« 


i «: 
Math XF 
Animals Mm «: 
Geography Be 
Language * @ 
Sports | 


one-of-a-kind online 
place where every girl can 
let her talents shine. 
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Ruthie was adopted from Haiti. Raegan is Ruthie’s closest 
friend, and when she learned of the earthquake that hit 
Ruthie’s birth country, she knew right away that she wanted 
to help. Read as the Illinois girls interview each other about 
how their friendship inspires them, how the news from 
Haiti affected them, and how they want to change the world. 


Kaegan: How old were you when you were 


adopted from Haiti? 


Ruthie: | was just a tiny baby. | don’t remember it. 
But I hear that the orphanage where | lived was nice, 
and the people there took good 
care of me and the other kids. 
More than 900 children and 
babies have been adopted 
from that orphanage—kids 
like me. 


Raegan: Your life has 
turned out really good. 


Ruthie as a baby 


Ruthie: My life is just really great! | have a nice 
family who loves me very much—including my older 
brother Maki, who also was adopted from Haiti as a 
baby. We laugh a lot. We spend time together. We're 
just one big, happy family. Plus, | have the most 
awesomest friends ever—like you, you know. 


Raegan: Well, I'm happy you came to live here! 
Remember how we met? 


Ruthie: Yeah, we met in kindergarten. We were 
telling jokes. “Why did the cookie go to the doctor?” 


Raegan: “Because he was feeling a little crumby!” 
You started laughing, and then | started laughing, 
and we just started to play together. And we finally 
got to be in the same class last year, third grade. We 
laughed the whole day. 


Ruthie: We tell the most hysterical jokes in the 
entire world. 


Raegan: And | love to travel with you. 
Ruthie: And play games. 


Raegan: And do each other’s hair, and find out 
new things. Sometimes it feels like you're my sister. 


| know that Haiti is a part of you, so | was upset when 
| heard about the earthquake there earlier this year. 


Ruthie: when | heard, | felt like | wanted to cry. 
| was worried about all the kids in the orphanage 
where | had lived—about all the people in Haiti, 
a lot of them kids like me. 


Raegan: When | heard the news, it felt like my 

heart stopped for a second. | thought of you, and 

then | said to my mom, “We have to do something 
about this.” That’s when | got the idea to swim to 

help Haiti. 


Ruthie: You told me that you wanted to swim 
laps and have people pledge money to Haiti if you 
reached your goal. | was like, Wow, you really want 
to do this? But | believe in my friends, and | had faith 
in you. | knew you could do it. 


I was worried aboutallthe 
kids in the orphanage where 
I had lived—about all the 
people in F 
them kids lik 


iti, a lot of 
me. 


—Ruthie 


Raegan: You know that when | was four, my 
house got hit by a tornado, and my family lost 
everything. It’s not the same thing as what 
happened in Haiti, but | know that it’s hard to lose 
your home—especially when you're a kid. The 
more | thought about the kids in Haiti, the more 

| felt, I’ve got to do this. | knew it would be tough to 
swim 150 laps—that’s more than two miles, way 
more than I’d ever done before. But you inspired 
me to try my hardest. You said to me, “Raegan, just 
believe in yourself.” 
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Ruthie: it worked! 


yan: | called all the contacts in my mom’s cell 
phone, and everyone said yes when | asked if they’d 
donate to my cause. No one said no. My goal was to 
raise $3,500. 


Ruthie: it was so much fun watching you the day 
you swam. Our whole class was there. 


,ae@gan: There were so many people—even 
people | didn’t know! But everyone was yelling and 
helping count the laps and waving posters. | had so 
much support from everybody. It took me an hour 
and 17 minutes to finish, and | was swimming faster 
at the end than when | started. When it was over, 
| was so tired—and feeling so great because | knew 
what it meant. 


Ruthie: You raised a lot of money. 


2gan: It was like a miracle. We raised a lot 
more money than my original goal, and then a 
doctor in Florida who had heard about my swim 
offered to double the donations. We sent about 


$70,000 to Haiti. It’s buying food and fixing 
buildings. It’s paying for medicine—lots 
of things. 


Ruthie: That's going to help a lot of kids. 


Raegan: It’s going to make a big 
difference. We both care about that. 


Ruthie: The Rae of Sunshine Club you 
started is going to help raise more money 
and do more good things. I’m glad I’m in it. 


Raegan: It’s fun going to the club meetings 
with you! I’m excited to try to start clubs in all 
our local schools. Kids have good ideas, and 
they really can make a difference. | want the 
club to help kids see how to do that—and to 
believe in one another. 


Ruthie: The book drive we did at the end 
of the school year was great. So many kids 

in our area will have books to read at home 
now. And I’m excited about our next project, 
raising money to build a school at my 
orphanage in Haiti. | want it to be big and 

to have lots of teachers to help kids with math 
and reading and everything. A school will 
help kids be strong and healthy grown-ups 
who can do a lot of things. It’ll help everyone. 


Raegan: And besides, learning is actually 
really fun. Building a school in Haiti would 
be a dream come true. 


Ruthie: when we get older, | want to 
go down there and do as much as | can to 
help out. 


Raegan: We could teach at the school—if 
we learned a new language. 


Ruthie: But we could do that. | know we 
could. We could do it together. +« 


e class took a 


vim, my whol 
ve them 


so awesome to ha 
lacsed.” 
ry grateful and blessed. 
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Spread the sparkle and shine of the 
season with crafts to give or keep! 


Twinkle Tress 


Q) Make a mini winter Glue Dot. Ask an adult . 
F woodland scene. Begin to straighten the end of | 
by covering a small Styrofoam a decorative paper clip 
cone with Glue Lines. Then, (available at office supply . 
starting at the bottom, tightly stores) and push it into the | 
wrap metallic yarn or a mini tip of the cone. Use the | 
bead garland around the paper clip as a photo holder. 
cone. Attach the end of the Make trees in various sizes | 
| garland to the top witha for a forest of photos! j 
| 


For a snowy 


look, cover a cone 
with craft glue. Then 

sprinkle the cone 
with beads, followed my ® 
by white glitter. 


Hunter 


ions: Lir 


MMustrati 


Photos: Radiund Photography 


Jingle -Bell Wreath 


Dress up a door with a mini winter wreath. 


1. Start with two 9-foot until it’s covered. 

spools of ¥-inch-wide (Slide the ribbon knots 

ribbon. Cut the ribbon into together as you go.) 

5-inch pieces. (Set aside 3. Thread a mini jingle 

three ribbon pieces to bell on each of the 
use later.) three extra ribbons. 

2. Attach a piece of ribbon Tie each piece onto 

to a plastic bangle bracelet the wreath. Hang the 

by tying it only once. wreath on a doorknob 

Continue tying ribbon for holiday cheer. 


pieces around the bracelet 


Fancy Flurries 


Create your own swirling to a window. (Make sure that | 


snowstorm. Use tubes of glitter the window is clean and dry | 

fabric paint to draw snowflakes first.) For pretty snowflake 

’ on wax paper. Let dry overnight. templates you can print and | 
ez Carefully peel the snowflakes trace, click on "Start the fun" at | 

: off the paper and stick them americangirimagazine.com. 


Sam 
ey 
2 
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Cookie-Culter Clips 


For each clip, trace a star-shaped _ so that there’s a narrow border 
cookie cutter onto a piece of around it. Glue beads onto the 
glitter felt. Cut outthestarshape _ felt cookie for “sprinkles.” Let 
using pinking shears. Using craft dry. Attach the felt cookie toa 
glue, attach the startoapieceof  clothespin with craft glue and let 
light-brown felt. Let dry. Cut the dry. Hang a ribbon and use the 
brown felt around the starshape _ clips to display holiday cards. 


Chery CArds 


Send a twinkling greeting! triangles onto a card for 
Use a triangle or square trees or use paper squares 
paper punch to punch for presents. Use a black 
different colors of glitter marker to add details like 
card stock. Glue paper tree trunks and bows. ~ ie ie 
" Use AG's Glittery 
Stickers to seal — 


, the envelopes! 
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SPA rkfing Snewsalls 


These snowballs are fun to make and eat. 


1. Ask an adult to help you 5. Ask an adult to help you | 


bake a white cake using melt 2 cups white chocolate 
one box of cake mix. chips in the microwave. 

2. When the cake is cool, 6. Using a spoon, carefully. 

crumble it into a large bowl. dip each ball into the melted 


white chocolate. (You can also 
leave the snowballs on the 
wax paper and drizzle the 
chocolate on top.) Place on i} 
the wax paper again. Before 
the coating hardens, decorate 
the snowballs with white | 
sparkling sugar or sprinkles. 


3. Add one can of vanilla 
frosting to the bowl and 
stir until the cake crumbs 
and frosting are mixed 
together. Place the mixture 
in the freezer for one hour. 


4. Roll the cake dough into 
1-inch balls and place on wax 
paper. Freeze overnight. 


Ring in the holidays with that it fits around your 
this easy bead band! String finger. Tie the cordina 
enough jewel beads on knot to make the ring. 

a piece of elastic cord so © Trim any leftover cord 


eee 
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Shewy Scenes 


Turn a plain frame into a tape, and slide it inside 
winter scene. Choose a the frame. Cut out a 
clear plastic frame that’s snowdrift shape from 
larger than your photo. Cut white glitter felt and 

a piece of scrapbook paper attach it to the front of 
that’s the same size as the the frame with glue. 
frame. Attach the photo to Finish with sequins. 


the paper with double-stick 


Pretty Presents 


Give glittery gifts to your e Glitter button: Cover a button 

family and friends! Wrap with craft glue and sprinkle 

presents in sparkly giftwrap —_a layer of glitter. Let dry. 

and ribbon. Then add one Shake off excess glitter. 

ihe ooo a aie e Fabric flowers: Find these in 

¢ Sequined appliqué: the scrapbooking section 
Available at craft stores. of a craft store. 


Dazz Ling Decorations 


Gq) Here are three easy remove the top of a clear 
ways to make sparkly ornament ball over a soft 
ornaments. Ask an adult to work surface. Then add: 


ball he that glitter coats ae 
} inside a the ornament. — 


Be careful! 
Ornaments are not toys. 
They’re fragile and can 
have sharp edges. 
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l If I’m bored, the first thing 
el dois... 


a. call my friends to see what they're 
up to. 

b. something active. | can’t just sit on 
the couch! 

c. open my bead kit and make some 
pretty jewelry. 

d. play with my dog and teach her 
anew trick. 
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? My favorite kind of 
e computer game is... 


a.a game that lets me talk to other 
players in a virtual world. 


b. a competitive game that lets 
me race someone for the win. 


c. an artistic game that lets me 
design an outfit. 


d.a game that lets me care for 
virtual pets. 


3. For fun, | like to... 


a. plan a sleepover with my closest 
friends. 

b. round up the neighborhood 
kids for a game. 

c. glue photos and write memories 
in my scrapbook. 


d. take my dog for a walk to the park. 


4 


D 


The best gift | could ever get 
e would be... 


a. a group gift from my friends— 
they all chipped in! 

b. tickets to see my favorite sports 
team play. 

c. handmade. I love giving and 
receiving unique gifts. 

d. an adoption certificate for an 
endangered animal. 


My favorite part of the school 
e day is... 
a. lunch, because | love to laugh 
with all my friends. 
b. recess, because | love to play outside. 


c. art, because | love to express my 
creative side. 


d. science, because | love to learn 
about rain forests. 


sales 


Suzanne 


Illustrations 


in 
We to... 


a. at a party with all of my friends! 

b. an empty dance studio where | 
can practice as long as | want. 

c. a table with a blank piece of 
paper and a pile of art supplies. 


d. the zoo. | love to be surrounded 
by animals from all over the world. 


Right after school, | like 


a. call my friends and talk about 
everything that happened today. 

b. change my clothes and get 
ready for my sports practice. 

c. show my mom the page | 
designed for my journal. 

d. check on my pet and show her 
some love. 


a. fall, because | get to see my 
friends when school starts! 


b. summer, because | love to run 
outside and play all day long. 

c. winter, because | stay cozy indoors 
and try new craft projects. 

d. spring, because the birds and 
critters come back out after 
winter. 

wk 
aK j NN 
*K 


Before | go to bed, I... 


7 


10 My friends always tell 
e me that I’m... 

a. super social. 

b. really athletic. 


c. SO Creative. 
d. very caring. 


a. think about all the fun things | 
have to tell my friends on the bus. 

b. pack a duffle bag with all of my 
gear for the big game tomorrow. 

c. wash the glue and glitter off my 
hands. 

d. clear all the stuffed animals out of 
the way so that I can fit into my bed. 


ey 
SMOOTHIG & JUICE BAR 


> 
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Fiction Contest 
Winners 


Last March, we invited you to write 
a story that included this illustration. 
From the more than 1,200 entries, 


we picked these two winners! 


When Stacy accidentally sees her present, her dream of 
getting a camera for Christmas disappears in a flash. 


& & t’s beginning to look a lot like Julia. Mom said, “Come in here, Stacy, and help 
Christmas!” I sang loudly, struggling us make some cookies!” 
to get through the door with all of “T’ll be there in a bit. I need to wrap gifts first,” 
my shopping bags. I heard my mom’s laughter I replied. 
from the kitchen. I peeked in to see that she was I’d spent the day shopping for Christmas 
busy making sugar cookies with my little sister, presents with my dad and couldn’t have been 
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Illustrations: Jennifer Kalis 


happier with my purchases. I even got Dad’s 
present, although I had to make sure he was busy 
looking at TVs before I bought it. Just in the nick 
of time, too! Christmas Eve was tomorrow, and, 
with the help of my babysitting money, I would 
finally be able to add to the stack of gifts under 
the tree. I hoped one of the packages already 
there held a camera. 

It was the one thing I wanted. I had been 
dropping hints, some more obvious than others, 
and I was desperate for one. I love photography. 
My bedroom walls are covered with photographs 
cut from magazines and pictures I had taken 
with my mom’s old camera. I am always trying 
to capture those perfect moments in which you 
can see the emotion, hear 
the laughter, or touch the 
gorgeous scene, but my 
photos have always 
seemed to fall short. 

I knew that if I had a 
new camera—a good 
one that could quickly 
snap photos with perfect 
details—I would finally 
be able to take some 
truly beautiful pictures. 
Usually I have to wait so 
long for the camera to 
flash that the smiles are 
obviously fake or the ani- 
mal has long since run away. 

I unloaded the shopping bags and 
then went on a hunt for wrapping paper. I knew 
Mom had put a few presents under the tree this 
morning, so I figured the first place to look was 
her room. 

I turned the knob and stuck my head in—but 
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then quickly ducked out in horror. My Christmas 
present was lying unwrapped in the middle of the 
floor—and it wasn’t a camera. A big pink cat with 
floppy ears was lounging next to the wrapping 
paper, and I knew Mom had definitely not gotten 
the hint. 

For the past couple of years, 


I had been going through a 
phase of being obsessed with 
cats. I even collected them, 
although the stuffed animals ; 
and figurines now lay underneath my 
bed. Once I turned eleven, my feline passion 
faded away as photography took its place. 
Hadn’t Mom noticed? Was I seriously getting a 
huge stuffed cat instead of a camera? 
I felt so disappointed. 


om seemed to | 
notice my sudden 


mood change, and 

- during dinner, she tried to 
cheer me up. “Stacy, I got 

your Christmas present today. 
I’m so excited to surprise you!” 

“T can’t wait!” I said as 

enthusiastically as I could. 

~ Now| felt even guiltier for 
peeking, though it wasn’t 

my fault. What would I do 

on Christmas morning? Pretend 


to be happy? Somehow, I found 
that impossible. 

After dinner, I got some gift wrap from the 
basement and finished wrapping my gifts. Well, 
at least everybody else 1s getting perfect presents 
from me, | thought sadly as I arranged the bows 
so that the name cards would be visible. 
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When Mom came into my room to say 
goodnight, she grinned at me. “You are going 
to love your present,” she said. 

“Are you sure?” I couldn’t help asking, but 
she just laughed. 

“Believe me, yours is my favorite gift that 
I get to give.” 

I tried to smile, but it was a good thing the 
lights were off because it was not convincing. 
How could I pretend to be 
excited about the gift if 
I couldn’t even grin 
now? What would 
Mom say if she 
found out I’d seen 
the gift and didn’t 
like it? 

I groaned and 
lay back down on 
my pillow. 


he next day 
was even 
worse. Mom 
kept dropping hints about 
my “wonderful” gift, and 
I dreaded Christmas morning. I couldn’t eat the 
turkey dinner, even though it’s my favorite meal. 


My parents kept asking if I was OK. I just laughed 
and reassured them, but on the inside, I felt awful. 


After spending a miserable half hour singing 
Christmas carols, I couldn’t wait any longer— 
I needed to tell someone. 

“Mom, may I talk to you for a second? Up in 
my room?” 

She looked up from the plate she was helping 
Julia set out for Santa, her eyes filled with worry. 

“Sure, honey, I'll be up in a minute.” 


x American Girl 


While I waited, I tried to think of how to 
explain my feelings of guilt and disappointment 
to her, but no words came to mind. I would just 
have to wing it. 

The door creaked open, and Mom sat down 
on the edge of my bed, looking concerned. 

“What do you need to talk about?” she asked. 

And so it came gushing out—how bad I felt 
about ruining the surprise, how upset I was that 


I was getting a stuffed cat, and 
i how worried I was that 
she would be mad. 

Her reaction was 
nothing I expected— 
laughter. 

“Stacy, that present is 
for Julia! How could you 
think I’d get something 

like that for you?” 
“Then what am 
X “SS I getting?” I asked, 

WS relieved to have it over 
\ with and pleased that 
I wasn’t actually getting 
the cat. 

She just smiled. 

“You'll have to wait and see. But sweetheart, 
I am glad you told me. I always want to know 
how you feel.” 

“Thanks, Mom,” I whispered, and she closed 
the door. 


» & tacy, wake up!” Julia yelled, 
shaking me. I sprang out of 


bed enthusiastically. I happily 
bounded into the living room and sat down next 
to the tree. I pulled out the box with my name 
on it and tore open the wrapping paper to find... 


My camera! I had gotten a camera! I smiled that some moments just beg to be captured. 


at Mom and Dad and gave them the biggest I’ve taken lots of photos with my camera— 

hugsIcould. _ my little sister laughing, my dad making a goofy 
“Thank you,” I said to both of them. face, my mom giving me a soft smile—and all of 
Dad picked up the camera and took a picture these photos have come to symbolize one thing 

of Mom, Julia, and me, grinning. “Couldn’t resist!” for me: love. +« ere 

he said. It has become one of my favorite pictures. y Se ae — 
Just as on that Christmas morning, I’ve learned se \ | Ye “AW / 


When I write stories, I like to 
Kelsey, age 14, base them on experiences from | 
lives in Michigan- my own life. One Christmas, 
I accidentally found my present while I was 
looking for wrapping paper. But unlike 
Stacy, I was really excited about the gift! 
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ef 


in Phoenix. With the help of her friend » | 


fee her wish might come trues 
ce F 


t never snows in Phoenix. Never! Molly New England to the deserts of Arizona. 

thought, gazing sadly out the classroom “Sun, sun, go away; come again another day,” 

window at the sunny day. Winter didn’t she sang softly, willing a cloud or two to roll in. 

feel like winter this year, not without the “C’mon, all I’m asking for is one little snowflake—” 
gorgeous blanket of crystals that she used to “Is there something you would like to share 
take for granted. Last summer, her dad’s job with the class, Molly?” Mr. Dawson asked. Fits of 


had moved them across the country from wintry giggles rang out from the class. Molly blushed and 
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sank in her seat. She had totally forgotten she was 
in math class. 

“She was just asking me if she could borrow 
my calculator since hers is broken, Mr. Dawson,” 
a voice piped up. Her friend Taylor was coming 
to Molly’s rescue. 

“Sure,” he said, sounding skeptical. “Now, back 
to multiplication...” Mr. Dawson said as he turned 
to the blackboard. Molly sighed with relief. 

“Thanks,” she whispered to Taylor out of the 
corner of her mouth. 

“No problem,” Taylor murmured back, a gleam 
of suppressed laughter in her eyes. 

Thankfully, the last few minutes of class passed 
quickly, and the bell rang. Molly tossed her books 
into her bag while Taylor waited at the door. 

“Don’t say it!” Molly said, falling into step next 
to her friend. 

“Sun, sun, go away, come again another day,” 
Taylor teased. 

“I was daydreaming!” Molly exclaimed. 

“Oh, really? I hadn’t noticed,” Taylor giggled. 

“What’s our homework?” Molly asked. 

“Nothing. Today was our last day. It’s winter 
vacation, remember?” Taylor replied. 

“You mean sum-ter vacation?” Molly said, 
and they both laughed. The girls had decided 
to rename the break to be a combination of the 
words summer and winter, since Molly couldn’t 
call it winter vacation without snow, so it had 
become “sum-ter vacation.” 

“Are you still coming over after school?” Molly 
asked enthusiastically. 

“Of course! I can’t wait for our sleepover!” 
gushed Taylor. 

“Hey, Molly?” Taylor giggled. 

“What?” 

“Last one to your house is a melted snowman!” 
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Taylor shouted over her shoulder, taking off down 
the sidewalk. 
“Hey, no fair! You got a head start!” 


ours later, the girls were in Molly’s 
room, dancing around, rocking out 
to their favorite song. 

“La-la-la-la-la!” they sang 
obnoxiously. Much to the relief of everyone in 
the house, the song ended, and Molly and Taylor 
flopped down on the bed. 

“What do you want to do now?” Taylor asked. 

“Don’t know. Eat?” 

“Nah. Not hungry. Play outside?” 

“Nope. Too tired.” 

Suddenly, the door opened, revealing Molly’s 


mother holding a laptop. 

“T’ve got something for you to do!” she chirped. 
She turned the laptop so that Molly and Taylor 
could see the screen, which showed the home 
page of a ski resort in Utah. 

“You want us to look at pictures of a ski resort?” 
Molly asked, confused. 
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“No, I want you to get excited. We’re spending 
your break in the mountains! You'll finally get your 
snow, Molly.” 

“That’s awesome!” Molly squealed, turning to 
Taylor to do their happy dance. But Taylor wasn’t 
dancing or squealing. Molly frowned. “What’s 
wrong?” she asked. 

“Well, it’s great for you,” she said sadly, “but 
what am I going to do?” 

Then Molly’s mom said, “Actually, Taylor, 

I spoke with your mom, and she said that your 
family would love to join us.” 

“That’s awesome!” Taylor exclaimed. “When 
do we leave? What do I pack?” she asked. 

“Calm down,” Molly’s mom laughed. “We’re 
leaving in a few days. As for packing, you and 
Molly are going shopping.” 


hat do you think of this?” 
Molly asked, pulling a 
pink ski jacket off a rack 


at the mall. Taylor’s mom 
looked over her shoulder and smiled 
as she sifted through a bin of scarves. 

“IT don’t know. I liked the green one 
we saw yesterday better,” said Taylor. 

“Yeah, me too, but this one 
is warmer.” 

“Well, let’s keep looking,” 
Taylor offered. “There’s 
bound to be something as 
cute as the green one and 
as warm as that one in 
here somewh—” 


Molly’s phone rang, 
cutting Taylor off. 

“Sorry. It’s my mom,” she told Taylor, 
lifting the phone to her ear. “Hello?” 
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“Hi, sweetheart. I’ve got some bad news,” 
the sympathetic voice of her mother cooed. 
“What’s going on?” 


“I've got some 
bad news,” the 
sympathetic 
voice of her 
mother cooed. 


“The airport will be closed tomorrow because 
of bad weather. All flights have been canceled. 
I’m afraid that the trip is not going to work out.” 

Molly bit her lip, holding back tears. 

“Oh. OK.” 

“Honey, I’m sorry. I know how much you were 
looking forw—” 

“No, it’s OK. I’ll see you at home.” She shoved 
the phone back into her pocket and put the coat 
on the rack. 

“What’s wrong?” Taylor asked. 

“The trip’s not happening,” Molly replied softly. 

“But why?” 

“The airport’s closed. Bad weather,” Molly 
explained quickly. “Let’s ask your mom to take 
us home.” 

“Yeah,” Taylor sniffed. “OK.” 


he next morning, Molly woke up still 
feeling gloomy about the canceled ski 
trip. She sighed as she saw the sun 


pouring in through her bedroom 
window. “Yet another sunny day,” she said bitterly. 


Slowly, she walked down the stairs, and 
thought, I would give anything to be on my way 
to that ski lodge right now. 

She went around the corner to go into the 
living room. The door was closed. She thought, 
That's strange. 

She turned the knob and opened the door. 
Then Molly gasped. She couldn’t believe her eyes. 

Molly was greeted with a beautiful winter scene. 
White snowflakes and green pine trees cut from 
construction paper covered the living-room walls. 
Snowflakes hung from the ceiling, too. An orange 
paper fire burned in a cardboard-box fireplace, and 
warm blankets and pillows covered the couches. 
And above the fireplace was a sign that said, 
“Welcome to the Sum-ter Ski Lodge.” 

As Molly surveyed the wintry setting, she 
suddenly noticed Taylor standing in a corner of 
the room, a roll of tape in her hands and a big 
smile on her face. 
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“I worked on it for the entire morning, with 
a little help from your mom and dad,” she said. 
“What do you think?” 

Molly threw her arms around Taylor and 
exclaimed, “I love it!” 

Taylor replied, “I know it’s 


not the same as the real 
ski lodge—” 

“No, it’s not,” 
Molly interrupted. 
“It’s better!” 

The girls 
collapsed onto a 
heap of pillows 
on the couch, and 
Molly’s mom brought 
them two steaming cups 
of hot cocoa. 

As they clinked their mugs together, Taylor 
said, “Happy sum-ter vacation, Molly!” 

“Happy sum-ter vacation, Taylor,” Molly said 
with the biggest smile she’d had on her face since 
she’d moved to Arizona. 


Writing is my life! I’m in a writing 
club, and I always create stories 
about Taylor and Molly. This 
may sound funny, but I come up with my best 


Clara, age 14 
lives in Ohio. 


stories while jumping on my trampoline! 


Honorable Mentions 


Rachel P HMarykoseB- liek 


Age 10,New Mexico Age 13, California Age 8, Michigan 


Age 11, Ohio Age 11, Wisconsin Age 13, Ohio 
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Star Search 


Look at the pattern of the stars on the first wreath. Follow the 
wreaths with the same pattern to reach the end of the maze. 


Katie S., age 10, from Illinois, formed the word “joy” while wearing festive 
holiday pajamas! See if you can finish this “joyful” maze. 


This issue’s Buzzword is... [IE ¥2") 


How to say it: MAY-zee One way to use it: While Sarah 
What it means: resembling and her brother and sister 
a maze; winding; twisting were caroling through their 


In this word-search maze, follow the route neighborhood, they walked 


that spells the word mazy correctly each along the mazy sidewalks. 
time to reach the end of the maze. 


E> MAZUMAZUMAZYZA 
A|IZYMIA|IZY ZAMAZYM 
Z|YMIA|IZ YMA Z YiZ UMIA 


VZIAZVWAZVWAZVAW 
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ons: Laura Comeil 


Dear American Girl, 


My hair is so thin. My cousin has really 

thick hair, and I love the way it looks. Is 

there any way for me to get thick hair? 

Thin hair 

No matter what the exciting ads for hair products say, the truth is that 
you get the hair you’re born with. Look for pictures of people whose 


hair is like yours, and copy their cool styles. Whether you've got curly 
hair you wish were straight or thin hair you wish were thick, try learn- 


ing to love what you've got. When you do that, you'll look your best. 


Dear American Girl, 


Dear American Girl, Dear American Girl, 


My handwriting is the worst in My mom wants me to be in the I get an allowance, but my mom 


Christmas play. But I was in it always forgets to give it to me. 
last year, and I messed up BIG 
TIME. I can’t try again, right? 
Nervous 


Sure you can. Just because you 


my class! On reports, I always 
Now she owes me a lot of 
money! What should I do? 


No $ 


Talk to your mom. Tell her that if 


lose points for it. But I don’t 
know how to get any better. 


Hamduriding Help! 


First, talk to your parents. They 


can work with your teacher or messed up last year doesn’t mean her budget allows it, you'd like to 


your doctor.on a plan to help you that it’ll happen again this time. get all of your allowance so that 


improve your writing. Also, some You might be nervous when you you’re caught up. Then work out 


fun and artsy activities might help. take the stage again, but beating a way to keep this from happening 


Draw pictures, color carefully in a that fear will make you braver and again. You might be able to write 


coloring book, or practice painting stronger. Once you're castinarole, : areminder on the calendar, or else 


your toenails, if that’s OK with a practice like crazy—after all, the she could give you your allowance 


parent. Getting good at any of more prepared you are, the more at the beginning of every month 


those activities might help you to confident you’re bound to feel. instead of every week. You should 


control a pen or pencil better, too. 


*« 


Break a leg! be able to find a solution together. 


*« 


POCO SOOO ESE SEH EE SESS SESE EASES OOH SESH SS SE SESE ESSE SEES EESEEEEEEEEOSESEEES 
POPP O OAS E OEE HOO ESSE OOO SHEE SESH HEE SEES SOOO ESET HESS SE SSESEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EES 


* 
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Dear American Girl, of your plate at the start of the sit down with you two to help work 


Iam happy and healthy and big. meal and tuck your non-fork hand out a deal. One idea you all could 


My family and I have always under your leg, untucking it only to : discuss would be setting up a small 


joked about my weight, but use your knife. Those two actions : just-me space for each sister where 


46 


lately, it’s not funny anymore. 
How can I stop the jokes? 


Cont take a Joke? 


Making comments about other 


. 
. 
. 


people’s bodies is just plain wrong. : 


The next time someone makes a 
comment or calls you a joking 
name, say, “Please don’t call me 
that. It’s not funny to me. It’s 
hurtful.” If your family doesn’t get 
the message the first time, keep 
sticking up for yourself. Because 
you're great just the way you are, 
and it’s great that you know it. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I know I’m supposed to use 
my knife to push food onto my 
fork—but I always forget and 
use my fingers instead! How 
can I break that bad habit? 
No Fingers 


Easy—put a glove on the hand 


you'd use to touch your food! But if 


you want a trick that is less notice- 


able, place your knife on the edge 


4 American Girl 


together should help you remem- 

ber your knife. Kudos to you for 

wanting to work on your manners. 
x 

Dear American Girl, 

My sister and I share a room. 

I am a neat freak, and she’s not. 

She’s messy and doesn’t care! 


Neat Freak 


You and your sister will have to 


compromise. Ask your parents to 


the other sister isn’t allowed. If 
each of you feels as if you have 
someplace that’s only yours, it 
might help bring some peace. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I love soccer, art, dance, vocal 
music, violin, and more. But it 
means that I have an activity 
every day! Sometimes I wish 
I didn’t like so many things so 
that I’d have time to rest. 
Very Busy 
The thing is, you won't love any of 
your activities if you're too tired to 
enjoy them. Ask a parent to help 
you look for ways to slow down a 
bit. You could skip soccer for one 
season. Or drop your art class and 
create art at home only when you 
feel like it. You probably will feel 
better with a little more time to 
relax. And don’t worry—you’re just 
making choices for right now, not 


giving up those hobbies forever. 


*« 


even 


MORE HELP! 


Dear American Girl, 
My godmother just invited me 


to visit her in Canada! I was so 
excited—until I found out the 
flight would be almost four 
hours. I’d be by myself on the 
plane, and I’m kind of scared. 
Help! 
Sure, flying alone can make a girl 
nervous. But the flight attendants 
will know that your parents aren't 
with you, so you'll have adults to 
call on if you need them. To stay 
busy during the flight, bring books 
or a movie player. You also could 
just gaze out the window. Find cool 
shapes in the clouds, or imagine 
that you live in a cloud colony with 
your most-fun friends. You'll be 
with your godmother in no time. 
*« 
Dear American Girl, 
Some of my friends at school 
drink coffee. My mom won't let 
me have coffee, even though 
I really want to try it. Help! 
Mle’ Coffee 
Your mom is looking out for you. 
She’s got reasons for not wanting 
you to have coffee, so talk to her 


SOSH OSES H ESSE SSE S EEE EEE SEES ESSE SESS SSE SEES SSO OSES ESSE SESS SESS ESSE ESSE SSS ESSE ESSE ESS SS SSE SESS ESSSSSSSSSESSSSES SESS ESSE SEH ES 


calmly. Tell her why you want to 
try coffee, and listen to why she 
thinks it’s not such a good idea, 


Whether you agree with her or 
not, understanding your mom’s 
point of view can help you to 
make decisions that are right for 
you—whether they’re about 
coffee or anything else. 

* 
Dear American Girl, 
My friend’s house just burned 
down! Christmas is coming, 
and I feel so bad for her and her 
family. What can I do to help? 
50 sad 
One of the worst things about a 
house fire is losing things that 
can’t be replaced, such as family 
photos. Together with your friends 


and their families, ask around 


school and your neighborhood to 
collect photos with your friend or 
her family in them. Then you could 
make her a new photo album. Also, 
think about the things your friend 
loved most. Was it her paint set? 
Her sticker collection? Your friend 
will love anything you give to help 
her get her life back. But know that 
the best gift you can give is your 
friendship during this tough time. 
x 


Advice from You 


“If you get upset about 


something, take ten deep 


breaths before you do 
anything else. That helps 
you to calm your feelings 
and start to feel braver. 


I've tried it, and it works!” 


Elena ("). 


Age 9, Maryland 


Need advice? Got advice? Write: 
Help! 

American Girl magazine 

8400 Fairway Place 

Middleton, WI 53562 
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1 Meet our cover model, 11-year-old cares ah ree oe Ls ioe 
| Mei-Zhen! Click on 


Making glittery ites of your 
OWN? Click on “Start the fun” at 
americangirlmagazine.com for 
snowflake templates to trace! 


Jenna W. from lowa added 
her own twist to the Pretty 
Presents Ccraft—a glittery 
letter “AY 
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You and your pals will hav 
a ball at our bowling party! 


Illustrations: Carol Yoshizumi 


ead what girls wish for when 
they see shooting stars. 


Helping Hands 
Find ways to help your friends 
and warm their hearts. 


For more fun 
\. and games, go to 

americangiimagazine.com 

and click on “Start the Fun!” 


A deal so- 5useet—subscribe & save 


on American Girl magazine! 
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Send bill to: [latte [iraymentencee Send magazine to 


rae as = 
oy ‘a ap ey ca 


“View @ REE sample of ow magzine one at amerieangrimagesinecom + 


“i ° ng all year long. 


‘this card today! 


XOLSFF22 


x. a. es ae 
Give a gift shelll hold) dean. 


Phi, each beige comacttees 
FREE 2011 Treat-a-Month Calendar! 


a 
io Yes! Send American Girl’ magazine 
* to the address below, 


year (6 bimonthly issues) for $22.95. 2 yeas (12 bimonthly isues) for $3995 


Send bill to: lease print) Send magazine to: lease print) 
tame irene 
Tae oy co w 


++ View a FREE sample of our magazine online at americangirlmagazine.com.* 
> ng cannot nsmeral wencN compres omenonuc XOLSCHLE m | 


YX 1 Send American Girl’ magazine 
OS! tothe address below. 


(2 1 year (6 bimonthly sues) for $2295. C2 years (12 bimonthly issues) for $3095 


Send bill to: (lease print) Send magazine to: (please print) 
a sae me Tae i 


+ View a FREE sample of our magozine online at americangielmagazine.com.+ 


tt att a 
weSinmnentic ” XOBS CHEE 


| | | a TRO POSTAGE 


NECESSARY 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL || === 
aT =—S— 
P ee = 
<x American Girl _—— 
Magazine Subscription Dept = 
PO BOX 5532 
HARLAN IA 51593-3032 
POLO Tn poo EEO OY 
BUSINESS REPLY MAIL |) =— 
* oe | 
+K American Girl —— 
Magazine Subscription Dept —— 


PO BOX 5532 
HARLAN IA 51593-3032 


Lame stares 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


3x American Girl 


Magazine Subscription Dept 
PO BOX 5532 
HARLAN IA. 51593-3032 


A gift filled with fuvv! 
American Girl’ magazine 
delivers everything girls love. 


© 1Yes! want to get American Girl magazine. 
1 year (6 issues in all) $22.95 Save 23%! 


Get creative this holiday season! 


Make a gift that sparkles for Mom or Dad. Surprise a friend with 
a personalized present. Or make something to capture your 
holiday memories! Create it with American Girl Crafts" 

a line of fun supplies and kits designed with girls like you in mind. 


chae(s Available at Michaels*. For other locations, go to americangiricrafts.com 
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crafts 
Make the cutest gift tag ever! 


Here’s a quick craft project. 
Carefully cut out the tag and shapes 
along the dotted lines. Glue the shapes 
on top of the tag, or use adhesive foam 
squares to make the shapes “pop!” Write 
in your message, and then punch a hole 
in the top of the tag with a paper punch 
Use ribbon to tie the tag to a special gift. 
Other ways to show your holiday spirit: 
glue the tag to the front of a handmade 
greeting card, tie it to your doorknob, 
or dangle it from a window! 


TIP: You can add sparkles or stickers from American Girl Crafts 
to your tag. Embellishments sold separately. 


sein 


Cut out and decorate the gift tag below. Visit americangirlerafts.com for more project ideas! 
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